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F.A.S.T. & B.E.S.T. Standards
● Grade 3 FAST ELA Reading & Mathematics assessments are aligned to the
Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards.
● FAST assessments are computer-adaptive, items a student receives will be selected 

to meet blueprint requirements for that grade level and will adjust item difficulty 
levels based on how the student responds. This means items may become   
progressively harder as students successfully respond to items and easier if students 
answer more questions incorrectly.

● Each assessment is tied to a blueprint for the full grade-level content. The ELA and Mathematics
blueprints show how many items in each reporting category students will encounter during each PM 
window.

● For the Mathematics assessment 

○A scratch paper will be provided for 3rd grade students.

○NO reference sheet or handheld calculator is allowed for 3rd grade.

https://www.cpalms.org/Standards/Standardsbooks.aspx
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/20102/urlt/TDS-FAST-ELA.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/20102/urlt/TDS-FAST-Math.pdf


F.A.S.T. TESTING WINDOWS

Students in grade 3 take assessments three times a year on a computer. 

● Progress Monitoring 1 (PM1): August/September 2024
● Progress Monitoring 2 (PM2): December 2024
● Progress Monitoring 3 (PM3): May 1-31, 2025 

*Students will take only one subject per day. 



SESSION LENGTHS

● For scheduling purposes, a session length is provided, but students who are still working at the end 
of that time may be provided the time needed to complete the test, up to the end of the school 
day. 

● Students with testing accommodations will be provided allowable accommodations as 
indicated on their Individual Education Plan (IEP) or Section 504 Plan.

● Eligible ESOL students will be provided with a Heritage Language Translation Dictionary and 
extended time. 



THIRD GRADE PROMOTION

Assessment Dates Administered

Grade 3 Reading Student Portfolio January –May 2025

Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 
(FAST) PM3 May 1 – May 30, 2025

Alternative Standardized Reading 
Assessment (ASRA)* - iReady or ITBS May 12 – May 23, 2025

Alternative Assessment for Grade 3 
Promotion*

Third Grade Summer Camp 
(Last week of 2025 Summer Reading 
Camp.)

*Administered only to grade 3 students who score a level 1 on the (FAST) PM3.



ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS



GRADES 3 SAMPLE TEST MATERIALS
Sample test materials (STMs) contain sample test items aligned to the B.E.S.T. Standards and allow 
teachers, parents/guardians, and students to become familiar with the various item types that will be 
encountered on the assessments, as well as the system, functionality, and tools on computer-based 
tests. 
Please note the following:

● While students are encouraged to use STMs, practice test sessions are not required prior to testing.

● STMs may be accessed on the FAST Portal at 
https://login4.cambiumtds.com/student_core/V149/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Florida_PT&a=Student

https://login4.cambiumtds.com/student_core/V149/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Florida_PT&a=Student


WHAT IS BEING ASSESSED?
● (English Language Arts) ELA - Total Number of Items: 36-40

Reporting Category Benchmarks Assessed % of Test

Reading Prose & Poetry

Literary Elements
Theme
Perspective & Point of View
Poetry

25-35%

Reading Informational Text

Structure 
Central Idea
Purpose & Perspective
Argument

25-35%

Reading Across Genres & 
Vocabulary

Interpreting Figurative Language
Paraphrasing & Summarizing
Comparative Reading
Morphology
Context & Connotation

35-50%



ELA SAMPLE 1



ELA SAMPLE 2



ELA SAMPLE 3



WHAT IS BEING ASSESSED?

● MATHEMATICS – Total number of items: 36-40

Reporting Category % of Test

Number Sense & Additive Reasoning 23-29%

Number Sense & Multiplicative 
Reasoning

23-29%

Fractional Reasoning 23-29%

Geometric Reasoning, Measurement, and 
Data Analysis and Probability 23-29%



MATH SAMPLE 1



MATH SAMPLE 2



MATH SAMPLE 3



ACCESSING 
F.A.S.T. 
REPORTS

Where do I get the Access Code?
• Go to www.dadeschools.net
• Click on Portal
• Enter the Student’s Username and 

Password 
• Click Login
• Scroll down to the section labeled 

My Personal Info
• The Access Code will be displayed 

under Statewide Assessment 
Reports Access Code

http://www.dadeschools.net/






THIRD GRADE PROMOTION 
REQUIREMENTS F.S.1008.25

1. FAST- Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) English Language Arts (ELA) score of 
Level 2 or higher

2. Grade 3 Reading Student Portfolio - performance on each BEST ELA grade 3 Standards rated as 
acceptable (“Good Cause" criteria), 

3. i-Ready Diagnostic #3 administered prior to the end of the school year - reading percentile rank score 
of 50 or higher. 

4. Alterative Assessment for Grade 3 Promotion (administered at the end of summer reading camps 
5. Grade 3 Mid-year promotion (administered in the fall, following retention) 

The Grade 3 Reading Student Portfolio represents a student's second opportunity to be promoted to grade 4 for the 
subsequent school year. It was developed as part Of an ongoing effort to document student mastery Of the B.E.S.T. 
ELA Florida Standards that are assessed on the FAST assessment. The district established the portfolio committee 
which recommended that evidence be collected for all third-grade students and that the evidence be uniform 
throughout the district in order to ensure equity across schools. 



GOOD CAUSE EXEMPTIONS
Students in grade 3 must achieve a LEVEL 2 or higher on PM3 of the Grade 3 FAST ELA Reading Assessment for promotion
purposes. Good Cause Exemptions for those students who score in LEVEL 1 are as follows:

1. Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers Of Other Languages program 
based on the Date Of Entry into a U.S. school (DEUS). 

2. Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that participation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate, 
consistent with the requirements of s.1008.212.

3. Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance On an alternative standardized reading or English Language Arts assessment 
approved by the State Board of Education. 

4. A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is performing at least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized English 
Language Arts assessment. 

5. Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment and who have an individual education plan 
(IEP), or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received intensive instruction in reading or English Language Arts for more than 2 
years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3. 

6. Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were 
previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. A student may not be retained more than once in grade 3. 



PORTFOLIOS

The Grade 3 Reading Student Portfolio is administered to all students in grade 3 over the 
course of the second semester of the school year, between January through May. The 
portfolio assessment consists of sets of reading passages and accompanying questions, 
which are aligned to the Florida Standards. All students in grade 3 should complete the 
portfolio assessment. The results may be used to demonstrate reading proficiency to 
justify “good cause” promotion to grade 4 if specified criteria on the Grade 3 Florida 
Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) English Language Arts Standards are not met.

The State Board of Education established guidelines for the portfolios. As per the 
guidelines, fifty percent of the passages must be literary, and the remaining passages 
must be informational. The length of the passages may vary from 100-700 words, with an 
average of 500 words. The portfolio must align to the B.E.S.T. Standards.

The purpose of the portfolio is to gather information on student reading proficiency over a 
period of time, the students must complete a series of passages at various times 
throughout the second semester rather than within a particular testing window. The 
evidence must be obtained through a cold read; that is, the first time a student sees a 
passage he/she must read the passage and respond to the accompanying questions 
without any assistance from an adult or other student.



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Read different types of books 
and informational text with 
your child.

Ask your child to find answers 
to questions in the text of 
books, newspaper articles, 
manuals, etc.

Encourage your child to form 
and defend an opinion by 
supporting it with facts, details 
and reasons from the text.

Discuss math ideas with your 
child and have them explain 
these to you using pictures, 
graphs, etc.



PARENT TIPS
1. Check the E-Gradebook once a week
2. Check your child's folder or agenda daily for any teacher communication
3. Make sure your child is completing:

○ i-Ready 45/60 minutes for Reading and 45/60 minutes for Math and passing 2-3 lessons with at 
least 75% (weekly)

○ Assigned iXL lessons (weekly)

○ Reading their AR books daily and passing their AR quiz at school

○ Imagine Learning (30 minutes daily) for ESOL Level 1 students less than 2 years



REMINDERS

○ Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a good breakfast before the test

○ Make sure your child arrives to school on time. Students should be in their classroom no later 
than 8:35 am

○ Electronic devices are not allowed



AVAILABLE RESOURCES

● FAST Assessment Portal

○ https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/
● Sample Tests

○ https://flfast.org/families.html
● Grade 3 Fact Sheet

○ https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/20102/urlt/2425FASTGrd310FS.pdf

https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/
https://flfast.org/families.html
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/20102/urlt/2425FASTGrd310FS.pdf


F.A.S.T. Levels 
Range from Levels  1 -5
• 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest
• Level 3 is considered on grade level

iReady
• The goal for AP1 : Early 3 or above
• The goal for AP2:  Mid 3 or above  

DATA LEVELS



THANK YOU!
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